
Maskwacîs Nêhîyawêwin Declaration 
	

Maskwacîs Nîkânîstamâkêwin 

Guided  by the Sacred Teachings of Kôhkominawak (our Grandmothers) and Kimosôminawak (our 
Grandfathers), who tell us Nêhiyawêwin is the language in which we communicate with Kisê 
Manitô; that Nêhiyawêwin is a Sacred language spoken in the Spirit world. 

Adopted  the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples by Resolution 
wherein Articles 13 – 14 affirms: 

 13.1 Indigenous Peoples have the right to revitalize, use, develop and transmit to future 
generations their histories, languages, oral traditions, philosophies, writing systems and 
literatures, and to designate and retain their own names for communities, places and persons 
 
 14.1 Indigenous Peoples have the right to establish and control their educational systems and 
institutions providing education in their own languages, in a manner appropriate to their Cultural 
methods of teaching and learning 
 
 14.3 States shall, in conjunction with Indigenous Peoples, take effective measures, in order for 
indigenous individuals, particularly children, including those living outside their communities, to 
have access, when possible, to an education in their own Culture and provided in their own 
language 
 
Recognizing  Nêhiyawêwin has always been our official language, both orally as well as our 
Indigenous traditional syllabic form, given to our peoples by Kisê Manitô and is an imprint on the 
Universe. 
 
Acknowledging Nêhiyawêwin is the language that holds the sacred teachings and epistemology, 
Nêhiyawak worldview and philosophies, and the natural laws of Kisê Manitô. 
 
Recognizing  Nêhiyawêwin is the official Indigenous language of Mênistik; that there are 
philosophies and other concepts integral to Nêhiyawak peoples’ understanding of the World and 
the Universe that cannot be translated or explained in Canada’s other official languages.  
 
Acknowledging  Maskwacîs peoples so love Awâsisak that Nêhiyawêwin will be taught in all 
Maskwacîs schools, as is their right, in a unified and uniform standardized curriculum.   
 
Solemnly Proclaim  Nêhiyawêwin is the official language of Maskwacîs of the Treaty No. 6 
Territory.  
 
Solemnly Proclaim  Maskwacîs will revive, reclaim and uphold sacred the language of 
Nêhiyawêwin and the oral traditions to save histories, language, world view and philosophies, 
ceremonies, Nêhiyawêwin syllabics and literatures. 
 
Solemnly Proclaim  a legacy of commitment and support to the revival and reclamation of the 
Nêhiyawêwin language in honour of Kôhkominawak and Kimosôminawak and the future of 
Nêhiyaw Awâsisak. 
 

Enacted	Under	Our	Inherent	Law	this	21st	Day	of	June	2016	
By	the	Chiefs	and	Councils	of	Maskwacîs		

	
	

	
____________________________________	 														 	 	 ________________________________________	
Chief	Kurt	Buffalo,	Samson	Cree	Nation	 	 	 	 Chief	Randy	Ermineskin,	Ermineskin	Cree	Nation	
	
	
	
____________________________________	 														 	 	 ________________________________________	
Chief	Irvin	Bull,	Louis	Bull	Tribe	 	 	 	 	 Chief	Darrell	Strongman,	Montana	Cree	Nation	


