
 
 

THE SIX SEASONS OF THE ASINISKOW ITHINIWAK  
BACKGROUNDER 

In 1993, the remains of a twenty-five-year-old Cree woman who lived 350 years ago were 
discovered by two residents of South Indian Lake in northern Manitoba. The story of this ancestor 
as told through the archaeological research inspired renowned storyteller William Dumas to 
reimagine a week in her life at the age of twelve in the award-winning picture book, Pīsim Finds 
Her Miskanow, published in 2013. Now, a project to extend the reclamation of Asiniskow Ithiniwak 
(Rocky Cree) language, history, and culture has been awarded a Partnership Grant in the amount 
of $2.5 million by the Social Sciences and Humanities Council of Canada (SSHRC). 

Entitled Six Seasons of the Asiniskow Ithiniwak: Reclamation, Regneration, and Reconciliation, 
the seven-year project will be housed at the University of Winnipeg and directed by Dr. Mavis 
Reimer. 

One of the objectives of this project is to create five more historical-fiction picture books in a 
series that reflects the Asiniskow Ithiniwak people’s movements and activities over their six 
seasons. Like Pīsim Finds Her Miskanow, these books will be based on collaborative, community-
directed archaeological fieldwork throughout the territory of the Asiniskow Ithiniwak in northern 
Manitoba, and grounded in historical research found in existing archives and oral history.  

The books in the series will be remediated into digital apps that invite players to actively engage 
the Rocky Cree world. Notably these apps will allow users to read and listen to the stories in 
Rocky Cree, with the text available both in syllabics and in Roman orthography, contributing to 
language revitalization. Further information about the first app, including a short video, can be 
found at: http://uwinnipeg.ca/pisim.  

The project will also develop teachers' guides to support the use of the picture books and apps 
in classrooms, and will provide training for educators in culturally competent pedagogy. 

The Manitoba Museum, one of the project partners, will incorporate research from the Six 
Seasons of the Asiniskow Ithiniwak project into a permanent Boreal Forest Gallery in 2021-
2022.  

By documenting best practices in collaborative scholarship with Indigenous communities, the 
project aims to provide a framework for all researchers undertaking community-based 
collaborative research, and to advance public policy and programming for reconciliation. 

Young people and their teachers, in particular First Nations youth, are a first audience for the 
research. The project also expects to contribute to fuller understandings of the Indigenous 
histories of north-central Canada during the 1600s, a period in which the Asiniskow Ithiniwak 
would not have had direct contact with Europeans but would have known about the presence of 
Europeans in the land (a period referred to as the protocontact period).  

Dumas returns to recreate the remaining stories along with a number of research teams. In 
addition to Dumas and Reimer, these teams are led by Kevin Brownlee of The Manitoba 
Museum, Dr. Scott Hamilton of Lakehead University, Dr. Warren Cariou of the University of 

http://uwinnipeg.ca/pisim


Manitoba, Dr. Myra Sitchon of Manitoba Indigenous and Northern Relations, and Dr. Doris Wolf, 
Dr. Roland Bohr, and Dr. Linda DeRiviere, all from the University of Winnipeg. 

In addition to SSHRC funding, the project is supported by Indigenous community groups, First 
Nation and provincial government groups, non-profit organizations, industry, and educational 
organizations. Partners with the project include O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation; Nisichawayasihk 
Cree Nation Family and Community Wellness Centre; the Asiniskow Ithiniwak Mamawiwin; the 
Historic Resources Branch of Manitoba Sport, Culture and Heritage; the Indigenous Affairs 
Secretariat of the Manitoba Department of Indigenous and Northern Relations; the Indigenous 
Inclusion Directorate of the Manitoba Department of Education and Training; Lakehead 
University; Manitoba First Nations Education Resource Centre; The Manitoba Museum; and 
Portage & Main Press.  
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